Word – Share – Prayer
For Faith-at-Home, SPC Teams, Small Groups, etc.
Week of October 9, 2011
Read the WORD:   Jonah 1:1-3, 3:1-5, 3:10, 4:12     
Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai, saying, ‘Go at once to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before me.’ But Jonah set out to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, ‘Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.’ So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, ‘Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!’ And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.’ And the Lord said, ‘Is it right for you to be angry?’ 

SHARE your thoughts

· Reflect:

· Why did Jonah first go to Tarshish?
· What was he escaping from?

· Why was he angry with the Lord?

· Respond:

· What happened when the people obeyed Jonah’s message from God?
· In what ways has God helped you when you listen to Him?

· Request:  


· Listen for God’s voice speaking to you this week, and then act in the 

way you believe he is leading you. Explain to someone close to you the difference God makes in your life. 
PRAY for each other:
