Faith at Home

For the week of Sunday, August 28, 2011
Scripture:   Acts 19:1-7

Message: How do we recognize when the Holy Spirit is trying to work through us?

Discussion:

· How would you answer Paul’s question: “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” How did the disciples in Ephesus answer this question? What did they believe in?

· Do you think these guys had ever heard of what it meant to be baptized by the Holy Spirit? Do you know what it means to be baptized by the Holy Spirit?

· Did they hesitate to receive the Holy Spirit? What are your thoughts on this? What do you think they thought they were going to gain by being baptized by the Holy Spirit?

· What do you think the difference is between a baptism of repentance and a baptism of the Holy Spirit? Why isn’t repentance enough? Why do you think you need the Holy Spirit in your life?

· What happened when these disciples received the Holy Spirit? What do you think it looks like today to receive the Holy Spirit?

Activity:

On separate note cards, write out each word of this verse about the Holy Spirit: 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22-23)

Scramble the words, and try to put the verse in the correct order. Discuss each quality of the Holy Spirit and how they are evident in your life, as you put the words in order.

Prayer: 

Dear Jesus, I’m so glad that you’ve forgive me of my sins, when I repent. I’m more thankful that you give me the power through the Holy Spirit to resist temptation and live a fruitful life free of sin. I want to live a life that is loving, joyful, peaceful, forbearing, kind, good, faithful, gentle, and self-controlled. Amen.

